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At a meeting of the Supreme Muslim Council held on the 26th July,
the Mufti was authorized to send out invitations.1 On his way back
from India to England Mr. Shawkat 'AH conferred with the Prepara-
tory Commission, and after midday prayer at the Mosque of al-
Aqsa on the 4th September he publicly announced the intention of
holding a General Islamic Congress in Jerusalem during the Muslim
month of Rajab following (between the 12th November and the llth
December), 'for the purpose of investigating the actual situation of
Islam and the measures to be taken in defence of its interests'. The
invitations were despatched in the month of October, and were
marked by two new features of some significance. In addition to
those sent to the rulers of Muslim countries,2 to various political and
religious bodies (including the Indian Khilafat Committee and the
Wafdist party in Egypt) and to prominent individuals, invitations
were issued to all the Muslim Associations which had sprung up
throughout Egypt and the Arabic-speaking countries during the
immediately preceding yoars, and also to the various corps of Shi'ite
'ulama in Syria and 'Iraq. The significance of the invitations issued
to the former lay in the perception by the organizers of the Congress
that these associations formed a new and important element in the
structure of Muslim society, by which, for the jfirst time, the lay and
middle classes were organized for the furtherance of Muslim objects.3
They therefore represented, much more fully and freely than the
official delegations of Muslim Governments, the genuine 'public
opinion' of the Muslim countries,4 and were in turn able to influence
opinion to a much greater degree. The invitation to the ShTah,
divines to participate in the Congress was an even more striking
innovation, inasmuch as it was the jfirst outward manifestation of
a new spirit of co-operation (born in part of common adversity)

1 Statement by the Mufti, published in The Tim$$, 27th November, 1931.

a According to a report quoted in Orients Modemo, October 1931, p. 627,
from the Damascus newspaper AHf-Ba, invitations were issued to the Kings of
Egypt and Mraq, the Imam of the Yamaxi, King 'Abdu'l-'Aziz b. Sa'ud, the
Amirc Abdu'llah of Transjordan, President Mustafa Kemal, the Sultan of Hadra-
mawt [ ? Makalla], and the Muslim princes of India [presumably requesting
them to Bond reproHontativow], The Shah of Persia and the King of Afghanistan
are not mentioned in the list*

8 The chief of these societies were the 'Eastern League' (ar-Rdbitattf
sb'Shargfyah) founded in Egypt in 1922; the' Young Men's Muslim Association'
(J<m*fyatu'8h*8hwbMnn*HuMmin) founded in Egypt in 1927, with branches
in Palestine, Syria and 'Iraq; and the older 'Association for Islamic Guidance*
(Jam^.yatu'l^idayatn-IsUmiyah) in Egypt and 'Iraq. See the article by
Prof. 0, Kampflmeyor in Whither Mam V (ed. H. A, E. Gibb, London, 1932,
Gollancjs), pp. 102 wqq,, and 02?. cit, pp. 352 wqq*

4 During the Mecca Congress the official delegations withdrew on several
occasions in order to avoid embarrassments for their Governments.